1. INTRODUCTION 
MATERIAL AND METHODS
About 500 herbarium specimens were studied from the following herbaria: Herbario Nacional de Venezuela, Caracas (VEN); Rijksherbarium, Leiden Besides, living material was studied in the botanical garden "Sandwijck" at Utrecht; this was grown from seeds received from the Botanical Gardens of Berlin (Dahlem), Gottingen, Palermo, Lisbon, Hamburg, Liverpool (City Garden), Englefield Green (Surrey), Oporto, and Copenhagen. These seeds were treated according to methods described by Oomen (1949) and Tackholm & Drar (1969) . The testa was filed in one place until the white endosperm was barely visible. After a 24-hr period of soaking in water the seeds were put in wet soil. Germination followed within 10 days, and the first plants flowered after 4\ months. This material was also used for cytological and pollenmorphological studies.
3. SYSTEMATIC TREATMENT 3.1.
History
Already before Linnaeus Cannaceae are mentioned in the literature. Because of the limited scope of the present treatment the pre-Linnaean literature is not reviewed here. Linnaeus recognized the species C. angustifolia, C. glauca. and C. 1 In a forthcoming study the senior author will attempt to locate and critically identify as many type specimens as possible.
has been done. The work is now very much out of date also because cytological and pollenmorphological methods have become available since.
The present work has been inspired by the problems pertaining to the genus as occurring in Suriname. It was expanded to cover northern South America, South to the Amazon River, and includes also some West Indian material.
Since Kränzlin's monograph (1912) (1912) .
The genus is very popular as an ornamental and its widespread cultivation has resulted in numerous cultivars and garden-hybrids, which has led to the description of such forms as species (Horaninow reached 100). Kranzlin (1912) recognized 51 species, which number is still too high (see, i.a., Woodson 1945) , and the present authors suspect that a new revision will result in a reduction to about 25 species.
Geographical distribution
The main center is tropical and subtropical America. In Africa there occurs only one species, C. bidentata Koechlin 1964 at room temperature to drain and dry. 4 . Mount according to the method described by Reitsma (1969) .
The photographs were taken with a Leitz Ortholux microscope combined Attention is drawn to a paper by Oomen (1949) 
